
Year 9 Family Information Evening



Mr Gilbank – Head of Year



Thank you for coming!

Thank you for your ongoing support and for your attendance this afternoon.

We will be available after the presentation if you have any questions. 



Working Together

We believe that our children will flourish when we work 
together to support them. 

We want to make sure that we are doing everything we can to 
build strong relationships with you, and to create the 
strongest possible support systems around our children.



My Message:



Celebrating Achievement

Weekly celebration in assembly and tutorial – queue busters

‘Recognition Wall’ to celebrate success in a specific department
Termly celebration assembly

Praise postcards – tutor, departmental, HOY

Golden Ticket Day – next Golden Ticket Day – Thursday 2nd April

Attendance rewards – end of term prize draw

Termly newsletter

End of term reward trips – R2L, Student of the Lesson, Club Zero

Please share any successes that happen outside of school with us!



Attendance – how can you help?

If your child is struggling with a topic encourage them to seek support from their teacher and/or 
attend after school support sessions.

If your child is absent or misses a lesson, encourage them to speak to their teachers to catch up on 
any work missed.

Encourage them to attend extracurricular clubs and activities.

View the curriculum overviews and knowledge organisers on the school website, talk to your child 
about what they are learning.

Encourage organisation - homework written in planner, use of Teams for assessment dates and 
details.



Curriculum Overview

Students are provided with a ‘Subject 
on a page’ in each subject to 
summarise the content they will be 
learning during the academic year.

These can be found in the curriculum 
section of our website.

If you would prefer a physical copy of 
any document, please speak to a 
member of staff at the end of the 
meeting or liaise via your child’s tutor. 



Knowledge Organisers

Knowledge organisers are also 
available in each subject to summarise 
the content students will learn in each 
unit of work.

These can be found in the curriculum 
section of our website.

If you would prefer a physical copy of 
any document, please speak to a 
member of staff at the end of the 
meeting or liaise via your child’s tutor. 



Homework

English – set on Educake
Subject Support available Wednesday P6 – English IT room

Maths – set on Sparx
Subject Support available Wednesday P6 – IT5 

Homework that has been set is recorded on Bromcom 

Homework club is available to all students 3pm – 4pm Monday to Thursday in the 
Library/Helpdesk – computers available

Additional level of support with Miss Vipond – this will involve a select cohort on rolling 
rotation. Students will benefit from time with the use of IT facilities during PM tutorial.



Extra-Curricular Activities

Many students engage with a variety of hobbies and interests outside of 
school.

Our enrichment programme provides an opportunity to access experiences 
available outside of the curriculum every Monday - Thursday.

We encourage students to attend at least one enrichment per week.

Enrichments can vary on a termly basis - current enrichments include: 
Sports, Performing Arts, Eco-Squad, Debate Club, Manga

Students are reminded of opportunities available during tutorial sessions.



Pastoral Support – Tell, Tell, Tell

Tutor – first port of call

Miss Vipond – Assistant Head of Year

Mr Gilbank – Head of Year

Mr Stott – Deputy Headteacher – Year 9 SLT Link

Mrs Tumelty, Ms Jenkinson and Ms Myers – Safeguarding

Intervention

Mr Clark, Miss Watson and Miss Crandon – Attendance

Mrs Donaldson – SENDCo



Mr Stott – Deputy Headteacher



An opportunity to:

Hear how the Year 10 curriculum is designed 

Understand the differences between GCSEs and Vocational 
qualifications

See the new option blocks



Where could your future take you?

Key Stage 4 Key Stage 5 Next Steps

GCSEs

Vocational qualifications

A Levels

Vocational qualifications

T Levels

Apprenticeships

University 

Higher apprenticeships

Degree apprenticeships

HNC/HND

Work





Growth Sectors in Tees Valley

• Health and Life Sciences

• Clean Energy, Net Zero and Hydrogen

• Advanced Manufacturing and Engineering

• Logistics, Ports and Supply Chains

• Digital and Creative Industries 

• Professional and Business Services

• Construction and Infrastructure



Health & Life Sciences

Typical roles: 

Healthcare Assistant

Nursing Associate

Registered Nurse

Biomedical Scientist

Laboratory Technician

Relevant GCSEs: 

English

Maths 

Biology (or Combined Science)

Health & Social Care 



Clean Energy, Net Zero & Hydrogen

Typical roles:

Electrical/Mechanical Engineer

Process Operator 

Instrumentation Technician 

Health & Safety Advisor

Relevant GCSEs: 

Maths

Physics or Combined Science

Design & Technology

Engineering



Advanced Manufacturing & Engineering

Typical roles: 

Manufacturing Technician 

CNC Machinist 

Maintenance Engineer

Quality Engineer

Relevant GCSEs: 

Maths

Physics or Combined Science

Design & Technology

Engineering



Logistics, Ports & Supply Chains

Typical roles: 

Port Operative

Warehouse Supervisor

Logistics Planner

Supply Chain Analyst

Relevant GCSEs: 

Maths

English 

Geography

Business Studies



Creative & Cultural

Typical roles: 

Artist 

Graphic Designer

Animator

Musician

Theatre Technician

Digital Content Creator

Relevant GCSEs: 

Art & Design 

Drama

Music

Media Studies

Photography

Creative Media 



Digital

Typical roles: 

Software Developer

Data Analyst

IT Support Technician

Games Developer

Creative Media Developer

Relevant GCSEs: 

Maths

Computer Science

Creative Media



Professional & Business Services

Typical roles: 

Business Administrator

HR Officer

Finance Assistant

Project Support Officer

Relevant GCSEs: 

Maths

English

Business Studies



Construction & Infrastructure

Typical roles: 

Electrician 

Plumber 

Civil Engineering Technician 

Site Supervisor

Relevant GCSEs: 

Maths

Physics or Combined Science

Design & Technology

Engineering



The English Baccalaureate

Highly valued because subjects are not all the same level of difficulty.

Some subjects are more rigorous and therefore better prepare students for entry 

into higher education or employment.

The English Baccalaureate aims to help improve a young person’s performance in 
English and maths. 

Studies have shown that the Ebacc provides students with greater opportunities in 

further education and increases the likelihood that they will stay on in full-time 

education. 



Ebacc Subjects

History

Geography 

French

Spanish 

Mandarin

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Computing

Mathematics

English Language



GCSEs

• General Certificate in Secondary Education

• Grades 1-9

• Grades 1-3 count as Level 1 qualifications 

• Grades 4 and above count as Level 2 
qualifications

• Mostly assessed by exam in the summer of 
year 11.



Vocational Qualifications

Cambridge Nationals 

BTEC Tech Awards

• Grades Pass - Distinction*

• Level 1 or Level 2

• Assessed by assignments and an exam.



The Core Curriculum

English Language (G)

English Literature (G)

Mathematics (G)

Science (G)

Physical Education

PSHE



Routes

Route One Ebacc Full Ebacc

Purple Alternate provision ~ Optional ~ Optional

Orange Learning Support ~ Optional ~ Optional

Green Compulsory ~ Optional



KS4 Curriculum Structure

Year 10 Ma En Li Sc PE PSHE A B C

Hours 4 2 2 5 2 1 3 3 3

Year 11 Ma En Li Sc PE PSHE A B C

Hours 4 2 3 5 1 1 3 3 3



The Option Blocks

• Choose a subject in each block

• To study triple science (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) choose triple 
science in the option blocks.

• There are some combinations you can not choose:

• GCSE PE and Vocational Sport

• GCSE Art and GCSE Textiles



A B C

Geography (G)

History (G) History (G) History (G)

French (G) French (G)

Mandarin (G)

Spanish (G) Spanish (G)

Triple Science (G) Triple Science (G)

Computing (G) Computing (G)

Art (G)

Business (G) Business (G)

Design Technology(G)

Drama (G)

Engineering (V) Engineering (V)

Food & Nutrition (G) Food & Nutrition (G)

Health & Social Care (V) Health & Social Care (V)

iMedia (V)

Music (G)

Photography (G)

Physical Education (G)

Religious Studies (G) Religious Studies (G)

Sport (V)

Textiles (G)





The Process

• Today’s meeting marks the start of Year 9 Options 

• Assemblies to introduce new subjects
• Business Studies
• Health and Social Care
• Engineering 
• Food and Nutrition
• Textiles
• Photography

• 4th March Routes booklet and video launch with Mr Stott 

• 10th March Year 9 STCE

• 1:1 appointment 11th March – 27th March

• Parents/Guardians are welcome



Mr Gilbank – Head of Year



Key Dates 

Mid February – T2 data reports due

Tuesday 10th March – Parents Evening

From 11th March – SLT Options Meetings

Mid June – T3 data reports due 



This year – Tuesday 24th March – 4pm until 6pm
Happening now in Dining Room 1!

Events to look out for…
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