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Thank you for coming!

Thank you for your ongoing support and for your attendance this 
afternoon.

We will be available after the presentation if you have any questions. 



Welcome to Year 8 at Macmillan Academy

Welcome!

Key messages:

•Year 8 - a crucial transition year.

•Building on Year 7 foundations.

•Preparing for Key Stage 4 (GCSEs start next year).



The Year 8 Journey

What Year 8 is about:

• Consolidating knowledge and confidence from Year 7.

• Exploring interests and developing independence.

• Building resilience, responsibility, and organisation.

• Beginning to think about future choices for GCSEs.
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Endeavour Academies – Cradle to Career

Since 2023, Endeavour Academies has been working in 
partnership with the Reach Foundation, to develop a 
‘cradle-to-career’ model of support, anchored through 
its schools from nursery to Post 16.

This allows us to maximise the potential of being ‘all-
through’ in terms of curriculum, teaching and learning, 
families and communities.



Endeavour Academies – Cradle to Career



Working Together

We believe that our children will flourish when we 
work together to support them. 

We want to make sure that we are doing everything we 
can to build strong relationships with you, and to create 
the strongest possible support systems around our 
children.
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My Message:



Celebrating Achievement

• Weekly celebration in assembly and tutorial

• Year 8 ‘Ready to Rule Raffle’ weekly draw

• Half termly celebration assembly

• Praise postcards

• Events to celebrate consistent exceptional performances, zero club

• Termly Newsletter

• Recognition wall & ‘best work Wednesdays’  

Please share any successes that happen outside of school with us!



Attendance – how can you help?

If your child is struggling with a topic encourage them to seek support from their teacher and/or 
attend after school support sessions.

If your child is absent or misses a lesson, encourage them to speak to their teachers to catch up on 
any work missed.

Encourage them to attend extracurricular clubs and activities.

View the curriculum overviews on the school website, talk to your child about what they are 
learning.

Encourage organisation - use of Bromcom



Attendance so far

2024 – 2025 Year 7 Attendance 95.6%
 

Year 8 Attendance so far 93.9%

End of year 100% attendance raffle



Extra-Curricular Activities

Many students engage with a variety of hobbies and interests outside of 
school.

Our enrichment programme provides an opportunity to access experiences 
available outside of the curriculum every Monday - Thursday.

We encourage students to attend at least one enrichment per week.

Enrichments can vary on a termly basis - current enrichments include: 
Sports, Performing Arts, Eco-Squad, Debate Club, War Hammer, chess, plus 
many more. 

Students are reminded of opportunities available during tutorial sessions.



At Macmillan Academy we are: 



Pastoral Support – Tell, Tell, Tell

Tutor – first port of call

Mr Foster – Assistant Head of Year

Mr Weighell – Head of Year

Mrs Driffill – Assistant Headteacher – Year 8 SLT Link

Mrs Tumelty, Ms Jenkinson and Ms Myers – Safeguarding

Intervention

Mr Clark & Miss Watson – Attendance

Mrs Donaldson – SENDCo
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Year 8 Curriculum
English – 4

Mathematics – 4 

Science – 3

MFL – French, Spanish – 2 
(Mandarin – 3)

Geography – 1

History – 1

RS – 1

Global Perspectives – 1 

IT – 1

DT – 1

Art – 1

Drama – 1

Music – 1

PE – 3 – 1 two-hour lesson, 1 one-
hour lesson

Students are split into two bands – X and Y

Each band is split into five classes (seven 
for DT) and students are taught in ability 

classes based on English and Maths.



Curriculum Overview

Students are provided with a ‘Subject 
on a page’ in each subject to 
summarise the content they will be 
learning during the academic year.

These can also be found on our 
website.



Homework
English – set on Educake

Subject Support available Tuesday & Wednesday – 3pm to 4pm.

Maths – set on Sparx 
Subject Support available Wednesday – IT5, 3pm to 4pm.

Homework that has been set is recorded on MyChildAtSchool

Homework club is available to all students 3pm – 4pm Monday to Thursday in the 
Library/Helpdesk – computers available

Additional level of support with Assistant Head of Year– this will involve a select cohort on 
rolling rotation. Students will benefit from guided time with the use of IT facilities

Wednesday/Thursday – PM Tutorial
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Website Walkthrough

Homepage

Student Links

Parent Links (highlight academy calendar)

Homepage

Our Academy

Curriculum

Curriculum Outline: Year 8 - SOAPs



Key Information

Progress Reports – report 1 – mid November, report 2 – start of 
February 26

Parents Evening –  Tuesday 2nd December – in person

Communications – Emails and texts, MyChildAtSchool, Class Charts, 
Website, social media

If you have any issues with access, please speak to us at the end 



Next Steps

Working together – student, their family and school

Parents Evening –  Tuesday 2nd December

Year 9 – Options process 
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