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A NOTE FROM MRS CONING

As we come to the end of another busy term, | wanted to take a
moment to say well done to our students for their hard work and
positive attitude.

It has been great to see so many achievements across the acade
ZKHWKHU LQ OHVVRQV RQ WKH VSRUWYV
taking place beyond the classroom. Our students continue to
represent the academy brilliantly, and we are very proud of them.
$ ELI WKDQN \RX DOVR JRHV WR RXU VW
energy, and to parents and carers for your ongoing support—it real
GRHVY PDNH D GL3HUHQFH

| hope everyone enjoys a well-deserved break over the holidays a
has the chance to rest and recharge. We look forward to seeing
students back next term, ready for more success.

Mrs Coning

STRESS AWARENESS MONTH . JAPRIL IS STRESS AWARENESS MONTH!
We,re encouragmg a” S tu den ts to take par t |n ! MANY WELLBEING CHALLEMNGES YOU CAN COMPLETE FROM THE CALEND,
our 30-day wellbeing challenge, with simple
daily activities to help manage stress and
boost wellbeing.

PDF Link: https://tinyurl.com/bdf6jxxz
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JOBS FAIR 2026

The 2026 Annual Jobs Fair at Macmille
s proved to be one of our most dynamic an
impactful events yet, bringing together mo
than 50 employers from across the Tee
Valley who were eager to showcase the
organisations and the growing range of care
opportunities available to our students. TI
evening once again demonstrated the pow:
of partnership between education and ol
local community, helping students, familie
and employers connect in such a meaningf

way.

i This year's fair highlighted the rapic
expanding career landscape across th
Tees Valley, with businesses representi
~ established industries as well as emergi
sectors shaped by regional investment ar
. regeneration. Employers from engineerir
health and social care, digital technolog
C UHQHZDEOH HQHUJ\ 1QI
M services, and creative industries were (
KDQG WR R3HU LQVLJKW
full-time roles, internships, and pathways ir

growing local industries

A
2

_POWERING ¢
OUR CAREER |

 With the Tees Valley continuing to s¢
growth through developments in clea
energy, advanced manufacturing, and digi
innovation, students had the chance t
explore opportunities that are shaping tf
future of the region
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LUNAR NEW YEAR 2026

Our Mandarin students welcomed the 202
Year of the Horse with colour, energy, a
creativity. From lively performances a
cultural activities to calligraphy, quizzes, a
impressive presentations, their enthusias
for Chinese language and culture truly stoq
out.

A huge well done to everyone involved —
fantastic celebration of learning, communi
and cultural diversity!
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( HIGHER IDEAS EXCHANGE

Our students and their families once again
made the most of an inspiring Higher
ldeas Exchange 2026 event. This year’s

d evening brought together an exciting range

of universities, specialists, and higher
HGXFDWLRQ SURYLGHUV
opportunities to explore pathways beyond
Post 16 study, with the event creating an
opportunity to gather key insights into the
journey ahead.

y Students from Year 9, KS4, and Post

16 attended the event, taking part in
meaningful conversations with university
representatives and learning more about
WKH VNLOOV TXDOL1FDW

gy that are needed to support successful
d transitions into higher education.

Our students and their families had direct
access to universities from across the UK.
Alongside local providers, we welcomed &
ZLGH UDQJH RI XQLYHUVL
Building on previous years, the 2026 even
expanded even further with the addition of
specialist subject pathways

Students had the opportunity to ask
guestions, compare courses, and gain fres
insight into the application process helping
WKHP PDNH FRQ1IGHQW L
about their future.

Nesqemy e



ACADEMY

N EWS SPRING 2Q26

Year 8 Edition

HIGHER IDEAS EXCHANGE 2026
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ECO-SQUAD UPDATE

Our Eco-Squad took part in the Big Schools
Birdwatch, demonstrating great enthusias
and curiosity about the natural world. The
spent time carefully observing and recording

WKHLU LGHQWLI1IFDWLRQ
local wildlife.

VL[ 1QFKHVY JDWKHUHG L@
real highlight of the session. In total, six othe
bird species were also recorded, making |tﬁ
successful and rewarding experience.

"IF

$ IDQWDVWLF H3RUW IURP
supporting conservation and helping to buile
a clearer picture of the wildlife around o
school.

W4 Our Eco Squad took part in the Great B

A\ School Clean this week, showing fantast
commitment to caring for our environmer
They litter-picked around the scho
% grounds, helping to keep the area cleal
tidy, and welcoming for everyone.

i 5V ZHOO DV PDNLQJ DQ L
: students helped raise awareness about tt
importance of protecting our planet an
taking pride in our surroundings. A brillic
H3RUW IURP DOO LQYRO

ENDEAVOUR Macmillan ™
ACADEMIES Academy i S




POST 16 e,

NEWS
Year 8 Edition

POST 16 FOOTBALL SUCCESS

The Post 16 Men's football teant.
continued their North East College_
titte push with a strong away wips
against King James College at Shildof
AFC.

Another three points on the boardg
with goals from Callum, Max, Zac a

Sam, whose brace earned him Ma

of the Match.

RAMSDENS VISIT YEAR 12

"B Our Year 12 students enjoyed an informative visit
Ramsdens HQ.
They explored a range of departments, learned ab
GL3HUHQW FDUHHU SDWKZD\

on applications, and developed practical skills

identifying gold and silver hallmarks. The highligh

WKH YLVLW ZDV PHHWLQJ WKH

insights into the business. A fantastic opportunity
A experience the world of work in action.

SCIENCE GILL DISCETION

Year 12 biologists got hands-on with
salmon gill dissection last week, bringi
exchange surfaces to life for their A Le
studies. By observing and drawing the gills,
students explored how specialised structures
maximise oxygen uptake, sparking great
GLVFXVVLRQ RQ FRXQWHU
ventilation.
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BTEC SPORT - TEESSIDE UNIVERSITY

Post 16 students visited Teesside University with bc
> @ BTEC Sport and A Level PE students.
¥ Whilst at the University the students had a Q&A
W Middlesbrough FC Ladies, including Armani Maxw
an ex-Macmillan student. In the afternoon sessio
. the students were involved in a taping sessic
g, biomechanics and even had to undertake a bike/r
in a humidity chamber!

Our Year 12 and 13 religious studies student
recently travelled to York for the Huma
Nature Candle Conference.
They spentthe day listening to guest speakeji
DQG H[SORULQJ GL3HUH
theological ideas about human nature, linki _
closely to topics from their A Level course i ¢

‘M Our Year 13 students visited Teesside Univers
< today for an exciting biology trip. During the d
they took part in a range of practical sessio
v including DNA extraction and analysis,
. anatomy study workshop, a forensic cri
VFHQH LQYHVWLJDWLRQ D
% in the lab.
i It was a fantastic opportunity to experien
= university-level science and apply the techniqu
" they've been learning in the classroom.
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TEESSIDE UNIVERSITY - CRIME DAY

Post 16 students took part in an excitin
educational visit to Teesside Universit
‘Crime Day’ on Wednesday 19th Februa
2026, gaining hands-on insight int
¢ real-world criminology, forensic science, at
investigative practice
| Throughout the day, students rotate
| through a series of interactive workshoj
led by university academics and speciali
practitioners. Activities included crime-scel
HIDPLQDWLRQ 1QJHUSU
forensics demonstrations, and sessior
exploring criminal behaviour and the justi
system. Students were encouraged to thir
critically, problem-solve collaboratively, a
experience the tools and techniques used
. 1 professionals working in criminology-relat

[
Q; B . 1HO
;lk Vi e b { - 7KH YLVLW R3HUHG YDC
el - ~ learners studying psychology, sociolog
- and criminology, giving them a taste
" university-level study and potential futL
FDUHHU SDWKZD\V 6WD3
their engagement, curiosity, and thought
questions throughout the even
Opportunities like Crime Day continue
W@ strengthen Macmillan Academy’s stror
| partnership with Teesside University al
provide Post 16 learners with meaning
experiences beyond the classroon
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A CATCH UP WITH HEAD OF YEAR

$V ZH FRPH WR WKH HQG RI 7HUP , ZRXOG OLNH
successful term for Year 8 at Macmillan Academy.
It has been a busy term, and | have been pleased with how students have approac
school life, showing maturity, resilience and a positive attitude towards learning. A
highlight was the Year 8 Celebration Assembly, where we recognised students for
WKHLU KDUG ZRUN DWWHQGDQFH H3RUW DQG FR
), acknowledged for their achievements.
The Outward Bound trip to Ullswater was another standout moment. With over 90 students attendi
it was a fantastic experience, with students showing excellent teamwork, resilience and enthusias
while embracing new challenges and representing the academy brilliantly.
Attendance and punctuality remain a priority, and | would like to thank parents and carers for their
continued support in this area. Overall, there is much to be proud of this term. Thank you to Year 8
IRU WKHLU FRQWLQXHG H3RUW DQG SRVLWLYLW\', ORRN IR
Dv DOzZzD\V WR VWXGHQWY VWD3 SDUHQWY DQG FDUHUV I
enjoyable break.
7TKDQN \RX DV DOzZzD\V WR VWXGHQWY VWD3 SDUHQWYV D(Q
| hope everyone has a restful and enjoyable break.
Mr Weighell.

YEAR 8 SPOTLIGHT )

We are so proud of two students who
wrote outstanding WWII diary entries

for their powerful, moving work, they eac
received a beautiful clothbound copy of
The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank
truly meaningful prize.

Challenge, competing against schools from
across the local areall &
They tackled a range of tricky and challengi
maths problems, demonstrating fantast
teamwork and problem-solving skills througho
We're proud to share that our team placed 5
out of 12 schools.

ENDEAVOUR Macmillan ™
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YEAR 8 SPOTLIGHT CONTINUED... )

8l GIRLS CRICKET SUCCESS
- A huge result for the Year 7 & 8
. girls’ cricket team as they won the
gualifying tournament.
OLFWRULHYVY RYHU (JJ(
Joseph’s and Belmont in the group
VWDJHVY VHW XS D VH
DIJDLQVW 6W /HRQDUC
against Durham Johnston, the tea
. & held their nerve to prevent the 12
? 'S - UXQV QHHGHG LQ WKI
FoIIowmg our part|C|pat|on in the ——
Durham Schools Indoor Cricket e & |
Finals this week, both our U13 angiss £ £ 7 L gj; N\ e
8 WHDPV 1QLVKHG [ T
The U13 team, captained by Evi&®
M, fell just 12 runs short chasing
Barnard Castle’s total

i.
i

Evie has created a series Kairi has responded to Yusha created a vibrant

Rl 1QH OLQHU SHQ HadkikeWshdrK By creating abstract artwork inspired by
inspired by local artist Graham  her own Roseberry Topping  Matisse for his homework task.
Banderia, with a focus on mark artwork by exaggerating Fantastic work, Yusha.

making. Well done, Evie. colours and textures.

GET IN THERE
Our Get In There campaign is still up and running. It’s
all about boosting attendance, staying engaged, and
making every school day count.

ENDEAVOUR Macmillan ™ [7
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OUTWARD BOUND - ULLSWATER
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SPRING TERM

CELEBRATION ASSEMBLIES
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As has become
tradition, our year
group achievement
assemblies took place
across the last week of
the Spring Term. Lots o
very deserving students
KDG WKHLU H
progress celebrated

A+ | within lessons, across

= attendance, and

| even with some very

" special Head of Year

' » . recognition postcards.
S n* It was fantastic to see

ﬁ such a wide range
of achievements
£ acknowledged,
s UH2HFWLQJ EF
1 work and commitment
hown by our students
hroughout the term.

Wasqilan /s
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RECOGNITION WALL

Our Wall of Fame showcased work produced by students from Years 7 to 13 from
our Maths, MFL and ICT departments during the Spring Term. The quality of the
ZRUN DGRUQLQJ WKH :DOO LV WHVWDPHQW WR W

involved. Well done everyone!

MFL

L
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{ R&RBOWLING TRIP

Over 90 students enjoyed the Spring Term Reward Trip recently at
+ROO\ZRRG %RZO DW 7THHVVLGH 3DUN &
facilities of the venue were very much enjoyed by the students whc
earned an invitation by being awarded the highest number of ‘stud
of the lesson’ positive behaviour points in their year group this tern
They were joined by others who had achieved a 100-day consecut
attendance streak — congratulations to all.
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R&R GOLDEN TICKET DAY 2

The very last day of term (April 2nd) saw the return of our popular Golden Ticket
Day. Students were once again very eager to earn an on-the-spot golden ticket for
GHPRQVWUDWLQJ HIWUDRUGLQDU\ H3RUW $FURVYV
D JROGHQ WLFNHW IURP PDQ\ GL3HUHQW PHPEHUYV
attendance, showing progress or via a contribution they have made to the academy
At the end of the day students who had received a golden ticket were able to choos
a reward of their choice, from Easter treats, to queue busters or entry into draws for
bigger prizes. The day proved a fantastic way to start the Easter holiday.
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R&R GOLDEN TICKET DAY 2

KEY DATES FOR NEXT TERM - CcHECK THE ACADEMY CALENDER FOR FULL LIST

20/03/26 19/06/26 30/06/26
START OF SUMMER TERM YEAR 11 PROM ACADEMY PRODUCTION

10/07/26 17/07/26 02/09/26
SPORTS DAY/HEALTH DAY END OF SUMMER TERM BACK TO SCHOOL
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