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A NOTE FROM MRS CONING

As we come to the end of another busy term, | wanted to take a
moment to say well done to our students for their hard work and
positive attitude.

It has been great to see so many achievements across the academy,
whether in lessons, on the sports field, or through the many activities
taking place beyond the classroom. Our students continue to
represent the academy brilliantly, and we are very proud of them,

A big thank you also goes to our staff for their commitment and
energy, and to parents and carers for your ongoing support—it really
does make a difference.

| hope everyone enjoys a well-deserved break over the holidays and
has the chance to rest and recharge. \We look forward to seeing
students back next term, ready for more success.

Mrs Coning

STRESS AWARENESS MONTH APRIL IS STRESS AWARENESS MONTH! |
v\/e,re encouragmg a” SJ[:U den tS J[:O take pa r_t |ﬂ ! MANY WELLBEING CHALLEMNGES YOU CAN COMPLETE FROM THE CALEND,
our 30-day wellbeing challenge, with simple
daily activities to help manage stress and
boost wellbeing.
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JOBS FAIR 2026

The 2026 Annual Jobs Farr at Macmillan
@ proved to be one of our most dynamic and
. impactiul events yet, bringing together more
than 50 employers from across the Tees
Valley who were eager to showcase their
organisations and the growing range of career
opportunities available to our students. The
evening once again demonstrated the power
of partnership between education and our
local community, helping students, families,
and employers connect in such a meaningful

way.

M This year's fair highlighted the rapidly
expanding career landscape across the
Tees Valley, with businesses representing
~ established industries as well as emerging
F——— -k . sectors shaped by regional investment and
Radmthermr_‘.,_,‘_‘.__’h ; w4 . ¢ regeneration. Employers from engineering,
v health and social care, digital technology,

, renewable  energy, finance, retail, public
M services, and creative industries were on
hand to offer insights into apprenticeships,
full-time roles, intermships, and pathways into
growing local industries.

| With the Tees Valley continuing to see
growth through developments in  clean
energy, advanced manufacturing, and digital
innovation, students had the chance to
explore opportunities that are shaping the
future of the region.,
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LUNAR NEW YEAR 2026

Our Mandarin students welcomed the 2026
Year of the Horse with colour, energy, and
creativity. From lively performances and
cultural activities to calligraphy, quizzes, and
impressive presentations, their enthusiasm
for Chinese language and culture truly stood
out.

A huge well done to everyone involved — a
fantastic celebration of learning, community,
and cultural diversity!
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HIGHER IDEAS EXCHANGE

Our students and their families once again
made the most of an inspiring Higher
ldeas Exchange 2026 event. This year's

d evening brought together an exciting range
of universities, specialists, and higher
education providers, offering invaluable
opportunities to explore pathways beyond
Post 16 study, with the event creating an
opportunity to gather key insights into the
journey ahead.

o= m Make the great i m -

. l outdoors T
EE Students from Year 9, KS4, and Post

16 attended the event, taking part in

meaningful conversations with university

representatives and learning more about

the skills, qualifications, and experiences

‘@¥ that are needed to support successful
24 transitions into higher education.

Our students and their families had direct
access to universities from across the UK.
Alongside local providers, we welcomed a
wide range of universities from further afield.
Building on previous years, the 2026 event
expanded even further with the addition of
specialist subject pathways

Students had the opportunity to ask
qguestions, compare courses, and gain fresh
INnsight into the application process helping
them make confident, informed decisions
about their future.
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ECO-SQUAD UPDATE

Our Eco-Sqguad took part in the Big Schools’
Birdwatch, demonstrating great enthusiasm
and curiosity about the natural world. They
spent time carefully observing and recording |
birdlife around the school site, developing
their identification skills and appreciation for =
local wildlife.

They were delighted to spot a small flock of i
six finches gathered in one of the trees, a i
real highlight of the session. In total, six other
bird species were also recorded, making it a L
successful and rewarding experience.

A fantastic effort from our Eco-Squad in
supporting conservation and helping to build [
a cClearer picture of the wildlife around our
school.

commitment to caring for our environment,
They litter-picked around the school
grounds, helping to keep the area clean,
tidy, and welcoming for everyone.

students helped raise awareness about the
importance of protecting our planet and
taking pride in our surroundings. A brilliant
effort from all involved,
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POST 16 FOOTBALL SUCCESS

The Post 16 Men's football team %
continued their North East Colleges’ =
tile push with a strong away win &
against King James College at Shildon s
AFC.
Another three points on the board, g
with goals from Callum, Max, Zac and
Sam, whose brace eamed him Man
of the Match.

¥ Our Year 12 students enjoyed an informative visit to
Ramsdens HQ.

They explored a range of departments, learned about
different career pathways, gained valuable advice
on applications, and developed practical skills in
identifying gold and silver hallmarks. The highlight of
the visit was meeting the CEO and hearing first-hand
INnsights into the business. A fantastic opportunity to
experience the world of work in action.

Year 12 biologists got hands-on with a
salmon gill dissection last week, bringing
exchange surfaces to life for their A Level
studies. By observing and drawing the qgills,
students explored how specialised structures
maximise oxygen uptake, sparking great
discussion on counter-current flow and
ventilation.
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BTEC SPORT - TEESSIDE UNIVERSITY

Post 16 students visited Teesside University with both
> i BTEC Sport and A Level PE students.

B \Whilst at the University the students had a Q&A with
W Middlesbrough FC Ladies, including Armani Maxwell,
an ex-Macmillan student. In the afternoon sessions
. the students were involved in a taping session,
g, biomechanics and even had to undertake a bike/run
N a humidity chamber!

OurYear 12 and 13 religious studies students |
recently travelled to York for the Human
Nature Candle Conference.

They spentthe day listeningto guestspeakers [§
and exploring different philosophical and
theological ideas about human nature, linking
closely to topics from their A Level course.

*® Our Year 13 students visited Teesside University
b today for an exciting biology trip. During the day
they took part in a range of practical sessions
¢ including DNA extraction and analysis, an
. anatomy study workshop, a forensic crime
scene investigation, and bacterial identification
N N the lab.

i It was a fantastic opportunity to experience
= university-level science and apply the techniques
7 they've been learning in the classroom.
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TEESSIDE UNIVERSITY - CRIME DAY

Post 16 students took part in an exciting
educational visit to Teesside University’s
'Crime Day’ on Wednesday 19th February
o 2026, g@gaining hands-on insight into
¢ real-world criminology, forensic science, and
investigative practice.
| Throughout the day, students rotated
| through a series of interactive workshops
led by university academics and specialist
practitioners. Activities included crime-scene
examination, fingerprint  analysis, digital
forensics demonstrations, and sessions
exploring criminal behaviour and the justice
system. Students were encouraged to think
critically, problem-solve collaboratively, and
experience the tools and technigues used by
professionals working in criminology-related
fields.

The visit offered valuable enrichment for

' learners  studying  psychology, sociology
and criminology, giving them a taste of
university-level study and potential future
career pathways. Staff praised students for
their engagement, curiosity, and thoughtful

questions throughout the event.
Opportunities like Crime Day continue to
@R strengthen Macmillan  Academy’s  strong
d partnership with Teesside University and
provide Post 16 learmers with meaningful
experiences beyond the classroom.
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TEESSIDE UNIVERSITY - CRIME DAY
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A CATCH UP WITH HEAD OF YEAR

As we move into the summer term, it has been areal pleasure to
see the continued growth and maturity of our Year 10 students.
This is an important stage in the school year, where positive
habits, resilience, and consistent effort begin to make a real
difference. We have been particularly impressed by the way

w, many students have approached their leaming with greater
foous and iIndependence, while still supporting one another along the way.
As we look ahead to the months to come, we encourage all students to keep
building on this momentum—remembering that progress does not require
perfection, just a willingness to keep trying and improving each day.

Enjoy the Easter break and we look forward to welcoming you back for the
summer and final term of Year 10!

Take care

Mrs Jones & Miss Yale

YEAR 10 SPOTLIGHT
' GIRLS CRICKET SUCCESS

An outstanding performance from this Year
9-10 girls squad, securing victories over
Cundall Manor, Acklam Grange, Kings
Academy, Fulford School and Richmond to
lift the North Yorkshire ftitle.

e

Our Year 10 students recently attended a
performance of Noughts & Crosses.

The powerful production brought the themes of
the novel to life and gave students the chance
to experience the story in a new way. It was a
thought-provoking trip and a great opportunity to
support their learning beyond the classroom.

ENDEAVOUR Macmillan "“’/7
ACADEMIES Academy




YEAR 10

IIIIII“IIIIII
[ — ] ER——

FOCU S SPRING 2026

Year 10 Edition

YEAR 9 SPOTLIGHT CONTINUED... )
WORLD OPTOMETRY DAY

RE

10 students about the
variety of aspects to the
career from solving vision
Issues to diagnosing
brain tumours and
i dementia through eye
o il ' ; tests.

A r‘ 5 Students were totally
2 4 engaged and asked
;"‘ many questions.Are

these potential future
- optometrists?

TUTOR GROUP OF THE WEEK

10WWI

TUTOR GROUP OF THE WEEK

ARTIST OF THE WEEK - LACEY ARTIST OF THE WEEK - ETHAN

Lacey completed a series A huge well done 1T0WWI Ethan created ‘joiner’

of digital drawings for her for achiveing attendance photographs inspired by the
homework based on industrial tutorgroup of the week. work of David Hockney.
landscapes. Well done Lacey. Well done Ethan.

LR

GET IN THERE i
Our Get In There campaign is still up and running. It's
all about boosting attendance, staying engaged, and

making every school day count.
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DOFE PROGRAMME - SILVER AWARD

120 Year 10 students have signed up
for the Silver DofE programme this year.
The first groups have already completed

their navigation days in the countryside
around Osmotherley, honing the skills they
developed during their Bronze Award while
learmning new techniques they'll need for
their expeditions in the wilder parts of the
Lake District,

During the training days, students
practised map reading, route planning, and
teamwork while navigating across varied
terrain. These sessions are an important
step in preparing them for the challenges
of their upcoming practice and qualifying
expeditions later in the year.

ENDEAVOUR
ACADEMIES

NMacmillan
Academy




YEAR 10 e
FOCUS oo 10 Edor

( GCSE PHOTOGRAPHY - CHEMIGRAMS

Our GCSE photography students are
exploring experimental technigues by
creating chemigrams inspired by Pierre
Cordier, combining traditional photographic
processes with creative mark-making to
produce unigue abstract images.
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WRITER TALK - PHIL MEALY

We were delighted to welcome Phil Mealey
to the academy recently. __

Phil is an acclaimed actor and writer, best N
known for his work on The Royle Family
(2006—-2012), Early Doors (2003-2004)
and Sunshine (2008). He joined a large
group of Year 10 students in the Theatre
for an inspirational session that explored
not only the craft of writing, but also the
importance of setting goals, resilience, and s
determination to succeed.
In a second workshop, a mixed group of
Post 16 and Year 10 students were invited
to take part in a hands-on writing session.
This lively workshop gave students the
chance to pick up expert tips, develop
script ideas, and even read their work aloud
for feedback.
The sessions were thoroughly enjoyed by
all, and it was fantastic to see our language
students so actively engaged—learning
from a renowned writer while gaining
confidence in their own creative abllities.
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GOPHER SCIENCE DAY WITH ARCHIBALD

Year 10 students recently hosted an
engaging Gopher Science lab day for
Year 6 pupils, leading hands-on activities
and demonstrations. From exploring how
butterflies drink nectar to discovering why
slugs and snails use slime, and learming
why leaves change colour in autumn, it
was a fantastic day of practical science,
building knowledge, confidence, and
communication skills across both year
groups.
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GOPHER SCIENCE DAY WITH ARCHIBALD
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“+1  As has become

radition, our year
| group achievement
| assemblies took place

¥ ) across the last week of

o
M;‘

_____ the Spring Term. Lots of
very deserving students
* had their efforts and
progress celebrated

T ﬁ i ﬂ *a-» within lessons, across

]
]
ﬂ

2 '-f' N|‘1_|'|u

M

aﬁendance and

B cven with some very

| special Head of Year
' recognition postcards.
{4 It was fantastic to see
' Such a wide range
~ of achievements
. acknowledged,

*; reflecting both the hard

work and commitment
. shown by our students
| throughout the term,
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RECOGNITION WALL

Our Wall of Fame showcased work produced by students from Years 7 to 13 from
our Maths, MFL and ICT departments during the Spring Term. The quality of the
work adormning the Wall is testament to the efforts of both the students and the staff
involved. Well done everyone!

MATHEMATICS ) |
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‘ R&R BOWLING TRIP

E Over 90 students enjoyed the Spring Term Reward Trip recently at
f .’ Hollywood Bowl at Teesside Park. Competition was fierce and the
. facilities of the venue were very much enjoyed by the students who
‘f 4 ’%' ! earmed an invitation by being awarded the highest number of ‘student
: of the lesson’ positive behaviour points in their year group this term.
They were joined by others who had achieved a 100-day consecutive
| attendance streak — congratulations to all.
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