TESTING THE pH OF SOIL
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Take the soil sample and put 2 spatula measures in a test tube.

Add about 5cm3 of distilled water.

Stopper the tube and shake it for about 1-2 minute(s)

Set up a filter funnel and paper

Filter the mixture into another test tube

Add universal indicator to the filtrate (or test with pH paper)
Record the pH value of your soil, keep the pH paper
Repeat this test with the other  soil samples from your exploration
Fill in the table below.

	SOIL SAMPLE
	pH

	Soil sample River walk
	

	Soil sample A
	

	Soil sample B
	

	Soil sample C
	


Write down the answers to the following questions:

1. Why do we use distilled water in the test?

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2. Why do you shake for about 1-2 minutes?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

	PLANT pH PREFERENCE (table from spotlight year 9)

	 NAME
	pH 

	APPLE
	5.0-6.5

	POTATO
	4.5-6.0

	BLACKCURRANT
	6.0-8.0

	MINT
	7.0-8.0

	ONION
	6.0-7.0

	STRAWBERRY
	5.0-7.0

	LETTUCE
	6.0-7.0


3. Put your soil in order, with the most acidic first

……………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………

4. Which of your soil sample do you think could grow?

i) apple   

……………………………………………….

ii)  potatoes 

……………………………………………..

iii)  Blackcurrants

……………………………………………………..

5. Which crops could grow on your own soil?

………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………….

