
IS IT GRIM UP NORTH? 
RIVER TEES WALK 
JOHN MUIR AWARD 

 
NAME: ___________________ 

 

 
 
  
TThhee  JJoohhnn  MMuuiirr  aawwaarrdd  iiss  aa  rreeccooggnniisseedd  aawwaarrdd  tthhaatt  yyoouu  ccaann  ggaaiinn  bbyy::   

• ••eexxpplloorriinngg  aanndd  ddiissccoovveerriinngg  aa  nneeww  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt   
• ••  sshhaarriinngg  wwhhaatt  yyoouu  hhaavvee  lleeaarrnneedd  aabboouutt  tthhee  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt 
• ••  bbeeccoommiinngg  iinnvvoollvveedd  iinn  tthhee  BBaaccccaallaauurreeaattee   

Location #1: Beyond Newport Bridge 
Look around the whole area and jot down your initial thoughts 
and feelings at the start of the walk. 

 
Which is more interesting to your senses - nature or industry? 
Justify your reason. 

Sense Nature or 
Industry 

Reason(s) 

 

  

  

 

  

Make 3 predictions about what kind of industry is taking place 
across the river: 

 
 

  



 
  
Location #2: Mid-Point/Display Board 
As a group, chose an area suitable to stop for a picnic. 
Complete the Bi-Polar analysis to assess its suitability. 

 1 2 3 4 5  
Maintained      Neglected 

Quiet      Noisy 

Spacious      Cramped 

Green      Grey 

Modern      Old fashioned 

Attractive      Unattractive 

Clean      Polluted 

Safe      Dangerous 

RIVER TEES HISTORY 
Locate the answers to the questions on the 2 display boards. 

 
Why did ‘The Mandale Cut’ help to make the River more efficient? 
____________________________________________________ 
Name 3 animals you could see on the walk? ____________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
Why has the River Tees become cleaner? _____________________ 
Why was I.C.I important during World War 2? _________________ 
____________________________________________________ 
How was the land you stand on now different 130 years ago? ______ 
____________________________________________________ 
Why were the wooden wharves built along the river? ____________ 
____________________________________________________ 

Location #3: Teessaurus Park 
Jot down your initial feelings and thoughts about the park. 
 

 
 
Complete a PMI chart assessing whether the park is a good 
location for families to visit. 

Positive Minus Interesting 
- 
 
- 
 
- 
 

- 
 
- 
 
- 

- 
 
- 
 
- 

 
Use the BAR principle to suggest changes to the park. 
 
Bigger: ______________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
Add: ________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
Replace ______________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 



DESIGN A NEW DISPLAY BOARD 

 

 The Walk Back 

 
Make a list of 5 ways in which irresponsible human activities have 
scarred the natural landscape. 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
 
Reflect on three or more of the following statements:. 
1. What I have learnt today was… 
2. What I found interesting about the walk was… 
3. What surprised me was… 
4. The skills I used well today were… 
5. I want to know more about… 
6. Right now I am feeling… 
7. You could help me by… 
__ . ____________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
__ . ___________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 
__ . ___________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________ 

In the box below sketch some ideas for a new display board 
aimed more at children which also highlights the sustainable 
opportunities for the area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SOIL TESTING 

Think about a sticky, clay mud football field and lumpy, grainy sandy 
soil, for each soil imagine what your senses would tell you about the 
soil – think colour, texture, how much water 

Sense Clay soil 

(eg. Football pitch) 

Sandy soil 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

What kind of soil samples do you have? 
………………………………………………………………. 

Did different plants grow in the areas the soil came from? Give examples 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………….. 



 

Take the soil sample and put 2 spatula measures in a test tube. 

Add about 5cm3 of distilled water. 

Stopper the tube and shake it for about 1‐2 minute(s) 

Set up a filter funnel and paper 

Filter the mixture into another test tube 

Add universal indicator to the filtrate (or test with pH paper) 

Record the pH value of your soil, keep the pH paper 

 

Repeat this test with the other  soil samples from your exploration 

Fill in the table below. 

 

SOIL SAMPLE pH

Soil sample River walk

Soil sample A

Soil sample B

Soil sample C   

 

What does this say about the soil and the plants that grow there? 

 



 
  Exploring a new environment 

Use this page to write down the names of plants & creatures you 
discover. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 New : 5 Knew 
 
 
 
 

Exploring a new environment 
Use this page to make any relevant sketches.  



Choisissez la bonne réponse 
 
1. J’ai vu plus de a) 10 arbres   
  b) 20 arbres   
  c) 30 arbres   
2. Il y avait a) peu de déchets par terre 
  b) beaucoup   
  c) énormément   
3. La rivière est a) sale et a) vite 
  b) propre  b) lente 
4. Le paysage est a) beau   
  b) moche   
  c) industriel   
5. L’ambiance est a) calme   
  b) occupée   
  c) agitée   
6. Le chemin est a) plat   
  b) irrégulier   
  c) luisant   
7. J’ai vu des a) insectes   
  b) oiseaux   
  c) souris   
8. J’ai vu a) peu de fleurs  
  b) beaucoup   
  c) énormément   
9. Pendant le promenade, j’ai vu a) 1-5 personnes 

b) 5-10 personnes 
c) 10 + personnes 

   
   
10. Mon opinion du chemin est………………………………………………………….……… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………...…… 

 

Useful Vocabulary 
 
French     English 
j’ai vu     I saw 
les arbres    trees 
il y avait    there was 
les déchets    rubbish 
peu     a little  
beaucoup    a lot  
énormément    a tremendous amount 
sale     dirty 
propre     clean 
vite     quick 
lente     slow 
le paysage    the scenery 
moche     ugly 
l’ambiance    the atmosphere 
occupée    busy 
agitée     hectic 
le chemin    the path 
plat     flat 
irrégulier    bumpy 
luisant     shiny 
les fleurs    the flowers 
le promenade    the walk 

 



 
 

Job to do: 
 
You are to produce an acrostic poem or a concrete poem (shape poem) 
about what you have seen on your walk in French to be part of your 
final exhibition. 
 
Success Criteria: 
 
Form 

• An acrostic poem 
• A concrete (shape) poem 

 
Content 

• Write your poem in French 
• Include vocabulary that you have learnt in class and also 

during your river walk 
 
Rules 

• This poem must form part of your final exhibition product 
 
Ideas: 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

The Task: Create an Art Installation 
 
As a  GROUP  of 4/5 you are to create a piece of installation art to share 
your discovery of the environments you have explored. 
You will then view others installations & decide on the best. 

SUCCESS CRITERIA                           
• Create 1 piece of artwork for the whole group. 
• Display what you discovered along your “journey” of exploration. 

 
CONTENT 

• Include all parts of the “journey.” 
• Contributions from all members of the group. 
• Poems, art postcards, PH testing, pictures of wildlife from the different 

areas. 
• Information about John Muir and the award from the Gallery around the 

room. 
 
RULES 

• Divide the task to ensure the best use of time and resources. 
• Each person works on a separate part of the display: River Walk, 

Saltholme/ North Yorkshire Moors, John Muir, The larger display (map 
the journey) 

• Include all  work that has helped you explore the environments: poems, 
pH testing, artwork of wildlife etc. 

 
You have 1.5 hours to complete your work. 
It will be photographed throughout the process and at the end. The 
photographs may be on display for the whole school – so do your group 
proud! 


