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Unit 1: What’s your story? 
English is all about stories, things that have happened, things that 
might happen and real-life experiences; in this transition unit you 
will look at a range of fiction texts from 700AD to the present day 
and explore the core conventions of storytelling as you develop your 
reading skills and establish an understanding of word level analysis. 
Towards the end of the unit, you will begin to think critically about 
texts and how they reflect the world we live in. What you learn in 
this unit will then act as the foundation for further study in English 
throughout KS3 and into KS4.

In your grammar lessons,  you will consolidate and develop your 
word-level understanding of basic word-classes and how the come 
together to form sentences.

Unit 2: Raise you voice! 
Having explored fictional stories in the previous unit, you will begin 
this one by looking at personal stories of activism from recent 
history and explore a range of marginalised groups in society (race, 
poverty, LGBT, gender) through non-fiction biography and poetry. 
You will  develop an understanding of how speeches can be used 
to reclaim power by analysing how speech writers have ‘raised their 
voices’ and fought for their rights / the rights of others. You will then 
look in more detail at issues of poverty in the present day and in 
the Victorian era through 19th century non-fiction texts and poetry 
and use this as inspiration to write your own speech in role as a 
Victorian child arguing that the 1834 poor law should be revoked. 
You will also be introduced to the core concept of authorial intent 
and begin to use non-fiction texts to improve your understanding of 
why writers write as you begin to connect texts to bigger ideas in 
society. 

In your grammar lessons,  you will consolidate and develop your 
word-level understanding of basic word-classes and how the come 
together to form sentences.

Unit 3: Presenting the silent voices - Oliver 
Twist 
You will build upon your understanding of Victorian society and 
authorial intent as you explore how Charles Dickens challenged 
the Poor Law in ‘Oliver Twist’ as well as well as identifying how, 
through literature, he gives a voice to those who lack power. As you 
track the plot development of ‘Oliver Twist’, you will learn about 
antisemitism and consider the presentation Fagin, questioning the 
stereotypes displayed as you develop your analytical thinking and 
writing skills further in your first, guided, literature essay. Finally, you 
will begin crafting your skills as a descriptive writer as you make 
specific language choices to describe life on the streets of Victorian 
London. 

In your grammar lessons,  you will practice crafting using word 
choices to create specific descriptive effects at sentence level 
before consolidating your understanding of grammatically correct 
sentence construction.

Unit 4: Presenting the silent voices - The 
Merchant of Venice
As you continue your journey back in time, you will learn about the 
context of Elizabethan England and the famous playwright, William 
Shakespeare. Through exploring how Shakespeare challenges 
views towards religious groups and genders, you will view his play 
‘The Merchant of Venice’ as a social commentary as you track 
the complex plot and character development. You will explore the 
character of Shylock before reimagining a moment from the play 
in your own descriptive writing, making specific language choices 
to show his change in status and power. Beginning to develop 
your responses to texts, you will consider how Shakespeare 
uses the character of Portia to comment on the role of women in 
society. Concluding this exploration of the social issues raised by 
Shakespeare, you will participate in a formal debate, discussing 
these topics with your classmates before writing a discursive essay 
based on your debate.

In your grammar lessons,  you will develop your understanding 
of grammatically correct sentence construction before using 
grammatical knowledge to craft and develop arguments.
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